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Materials Suitable for Use in Photographic
Processing Systems
When you select materials for use in a processing system, keep in mind both general and specific requirements. This list will help
you to determine if a material is correct for a specific use, and to select an appropriate material for repair or replacement parts.
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Materials Suitable For Use In Photographic Processing Systems
Chemical and Photographic Activity

Material Developers
Mild
Acid

Rinse

Fixing
Bath

Dichromate
Bleach

Ferricyanide
Bleach

Ferric
Chloride
Bleach

Fe PDTA or
Fe EDTA
Bleaches

and Bleach-
Fixes

Permanganate
Bleach

Persulfate
Bleach Wash Common

Application Remarks

METALS
(rolled, drawn, or wrought)

Aluminum N N N N N N N N N N 2, 3, 7 Avoid excessive
flow velocity
pipes or attrition
due to
undissolved
solids. In
ferricyanide
bleach, corrosion
deposits form
and, without
proper care, can
be deposited on
film, etc.

Brass, Red (85% copper) N N N N * N N N N N 2* , 3* , 7*

Brass, Yellow (65% copper) N N N N N N N N N N 2* , 3* , 7*

Bronze, Silicone N N N N * N N N N N 2* , 3* , 7*

Copper (deoxidized) N N N N * N N N N N 2* , 3* , 7*

Hastelloy C S S S S S N S S S S 1-7

Illium R Alloy S S S S * – – S * S 5, 6

Incoloy 825 S S S S * N – S * S 7

Inconel Alloy S * N * * N – * * S 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 7 For hardened
springs

Iron N N N N N N N N N N 2, 3, 5

Lead N N N * * N N – N N 6 For sink and
small-tank
linings; also
weights for clips.
Corrosion
deposits form
and can be
deposited on
film, etc.

Monel * N N N N N – – N S 2-7

Nichrome Alloys, Various * N N – – N – – – N 6

Nickel S N N N N – – – N * 2-7

Nickel Silver (German) N N N N N – – – – N –

Silver S S S S S N – N N S 6

Silver Solder (45% silver min.) * * N N N N – N N * –

Solder (tin-lead) N N N N N N – N N N –
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